Aid Effectiveness

In 2005, countries from around the world, including the Lao PDR,
endorsed the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, which aims
to change the way donors and developing countries manage Aid
together. This Aid Effectiveness framework is based on 5 key part-
nership principles: Ownership; Alignment; Harmonization; Manag-

ing results, and Mutual accountability.

In 2006, the Lao Government developed a national version of the Paris Dec-
laration, known as the !Vientiane Declaration". The Lao Government together
with donors also signed thé\ccra Agenda for Action (AA4) 2008 and the
Busan Statement on Partnership on Effective Development Cooperation
(2010).By doing so, the Lao Government and development partners com-
mitted themselves to better coordination and involvement of a wider variety
of stakeholders, in particular civil society. Following the AAA, the Non-Profit
Association (NPA) Decree was approved (2009) and provided a legal frame-
work to Civil Society Organisations (CSOSs).

In addition the Round Table Mechanism, with its Sector Working Groups, is
one of the structures to support the different stakeholders# commitments,
and arange of government policies and plans such as the National Socio-
Economic Development Plans (NSEDP) also include civil society as actors in
development.

The Civil Society
Working Group

Presently, as part of their commitment to Aid Effectivenéssluding Civil
Society Organisations EffectivenesdPAs and Interational Non Govern-
ment Organisations (INGOs) are working together through the Civil Society
Working Group(CSWG) to contribute to the NSEDP and the Millennium
Development Goals, and to better coordinate their support to national
policies and plans, in line with the Vientiane Declaration and Country Action
Plan (VDCAP).

Through the CSWG, NPAs and INGOs aim:

- to improve information sharing, knowledge management and coordination

- to contribute to improve capacity development services in supporting to
Lao CSOs,

- to enhance enabling environment for CSOs, and to support them toen-
gage more effectively with key stakeholders, e.g general public, govern-
ment and private sector.



